Design Features:  Unit and Appliance Characteristics

UNIT LAYOUT

Required Physical Capabilities:

Ability  to operate  electric wheelchair.
Rationale:

Maximum independent  use of  limited  space.
Analysis;

Residents  comment  favorably on  the  layout  of   the   larger
(600  sq.   ft.)  apartments.     The  layout  of  the  smaller
(450  sq.   ft.)  units  is  less  favorably perceived,   since   it
allows people to see  through  the apartment  into  the  bedroom
area  from the front window and door.     Space  configuration
and door clearances permit  residents  to  circulate  fairly
easily  throughout  their apartments,   although  the wall-hung
table  across  from the kitchen sink  in  the  small  units
creates  a  circulation obstacle.

Recommendations:

- Since severely handicapped people  tend   to  be
"exposed"  more  than others,   visual  privacy  is
especially  important  to  them.     In planning  the  apart-
ment units,   there should not  be a  clear  line  of  sight
between the front  door and  bedroom,   or  through   the
length of  the unit.     The  bathroom entrance  should  not
be  visible  from the  living  room,   since   residents  may
be entering  the bathroom undressed   (in  their  shower
chairs).

-   34   -or more appropriate pieces of hardware or
